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SUB J : PRESS RELEASE ON SOLAR ELECTRO-OPTICAL NETWORK STATION 
IN AUSTRALIA 

REF: CANBERRA 5905 

1 . GOA WOULD LIKE TO BE IN A POSITION TO MAKE A STATEMENT IN 
THE AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT (IF IN SESSION, OR A PRESS RELEASE, 

IF IT IS NOT) AS SOON AS THE SEON AGREEMENT IS SIGNED BY THE 
US AND AUSTRLIA. WE RECOMMEND AGREEMTN TO THE FOLLOWING 
TEXT, AND REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO CONVEY THIS APPROVAL AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE (I.E., BEFORE SIGNING OF AGREEMENT. TEXT 
FOLLOWS. 
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2. "MINISTER'S STATEMENT (IN THE SENATE) UPON THE TABLING 

OF THE AUSTRALIA/UNITED STATES AGREEMENT REGARDING THE ES- 
TABLISHMENT, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF A SOLAR OBSERVA- 
TORY AT LEARMONTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

"FOR THE INFORMATION OF HONORABLE SENATORS, I PRESENT 
AND EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT AND 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND ASSOC- 
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IATED IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENTS, CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT 
REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION OF 
A SOLAR OBSERVATORY AT LEARMONTH IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

"I SEEK LEAVE OF THE SENATE TO MAKE A STATEMENT ON THIS 
AGREEMENT. 

"THE OBSERVATORY WILL BE EQUIPPED WITH AN OPTICAL TELE- 
SCOPE AND RADIO TELESCOPES. THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
REQUIRES AN OBSERVATORY IN THIS LOCATION TO COMPLETE A 
GLOBAL NETWORK OF SUCH OBSERVATORIES ESTABLISHED IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES TO ALLOW CONTINUOUS SOLAR 
OBSERVATIONS ON A 24 HOURS PER DAY BASIS. 

"RADIATION AND CHARGED PARTICLES EMITTED BY THE SUN 
GENERATE IONISED LAYERS-THE IONOSPHERE-ABOVE THE EARTY. 

THE IONOSPHERE AFFECTS THE PASSAGE OF RADIO-TYPE WAVES; 

HIGH FREQUENCY (3-30MHZ) WAVES ARE REFLECTED, ENABLING 
WORLDWIDE COMMUNICATION BY RADIO. VARIATIONS ON THE SUN- 
FOR EXAMPLE-DISTURB THE IONOSPHERE AND HENCE CHANGE ITS 
RADIO WAVE EFFECTS. COMMUNICATIONS CAN BE AFFECTED SEVERELY 
AND OTHER EFFECTS-FOR EXAMPLE BENDING OF RADIO PATHS TO 
SATELLITES— CAN BE SERIOUS. DATA COLLECTED BY THIS OBSER- 
VATORY AND THE OTHERS IN THE NETWORK WILL BE USED FOR PRE- 
DICTION AND EVALUATION OF SUCH IONOSPHERIC DISTURBANCES WHICH 
WILL IN TURN BE AVAILABLE FOR PRADTICAL APPLICATION TO RE- 
SEARCH PROJECTS AND OPERATING SYSTEMS AFFECTED BY THE STATE OF 
THE IONOSPHERE. 

"UNDER THE AGREEMENT, THE AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE 
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AND THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ARE THE DESIGNATED CO- 
OPERATING AGENCIES OF THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT RESPECTIVELY, AND THE OBSERVATORY 
WILL BE OPERATED UNDER THE JOINT MANAGEMENT OF THE CO- 
OPERATING AGENCIES. IT WILL BE MANNED BY OFFICERS OF THE 
IONOSPHERIC PREDICTION SERVICE BRANCH OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE, THE AIR WEATHER SERVICE OF THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL FROM THE UNTIED 
STATES NATIONAL OCEANOGRAPHIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION. 
THE AGREEMENT PROVIDES FOR THE MAXIMUM PRACTICABLE USE OF 
AUSTRALIAN RESOURCES AND IT HAS BEEN DECIDED THAT THE AUST- 
RALIAN DEPARTMENT OF CONSTRUCTION WILL BE THE CONSTRUCTION 
AUTHORITY FOR THE PROJECT. 

"ALL DATA COLLECTED BY THE OBSERVATORY WILL BE AVAILABLE 
TO THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITIES 
AND AUSTRALIAN SCIENTISTS WILL BE ABLE TO VISIT THE OBSER- 
VATORY AND TO MAKE OBSERVATIONS, PROVIDED THESE DO NOT 
INTERFERE WITH SCHEDULED OPERATIONS. 

"THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT WILL MEET THE COSTS OF MAIN- 
TAINING TWO OF ITS OWN PERSONNEL AT THE OBSERVATORY AND THE 
COSTS OF ANY OPERATION OF THE OBSERVATORY THAT IS EXCLU- 
SIVELY FOR ITS PURPOSES. HOWEVER, WITH THESE TWO EXCEPTIONS, 
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THE COST OF THE ESTABLISHEMENT, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
THE OBSERVATORY WILL BE MET BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE DURATION OF THE AGREEMENT. 

"THE TERM OF THE AGREEMENT IS TEN YEARS AND THEREAFTER 
WILL CONTINUE UNTIL TERMINATED BY EITHER GOVERNMENT WITH 
TWELVE MONTHS' NOTICE. IT IS PLANNED THAT THE SOLAR OBSER- 
VATORY WILL BE FULLY OPERATIONAL BY JANUARY 1979 IN TIME 
FOR THE NEXT EXPECTED MAXIMUM IN SOLAR ACTIVITY." 
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